Architectural Review and Historic Preservation Board
Regular Meeting Minutes
July 08, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman John Murphy called the meeting of the Architectural Review and Historic
Preservation Board to order at 6:35 pm in the Commission Chambers of City Hall. A
quorum was declared present and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Present: Chairman John Murphy, Vice-Chairman Tim Keating and Board Members: Wendy
Byrd Jung and Chris Lee

Absent: Phillip Baker (excused) and Michael Morrissey (un-excused)

Staff Present: Community Development Manager Steve Pash, Economic Development
Director Tanja Gerhartz and Recording Secretary Kathleen Rathel

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion by Wendy Byrd-Jung to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 21, 2015.
Seconded by Chris Lee the motion carried unanimously 4 — 0.

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL
3. 160 E. Plant Street — Plant Street Professional Building

Community Development Manager Pash presented a request for approval for the property
located at 160 E. Plant Street. The property is located at the southwest corner of Dillard
Street and East Plant Street and is the gateway into the downtown area. The building has
remained vacant for close to 10 years and has continued to deteriorate. In 2011 an applicant
applied for and received approval from the Board to repaint and make improvements. The
project was abandoned midway with holes in the exterior walls. Due to the condition of the
building and the City’s concern for the public health, safety, and welfare, condemnation
proceedings were started in February of 2015. The owners asked for the opportunity to fix
the building, City Commission agreed and outlined the requirements to make the building
safe and design it to fit into the historic downtown. The applicant has since submitted for
minor fagade changes and painting of the building. Staff has reviewed the application and
does not believe the proposed fagade changes follow the intent and purpose of the historic
downtown overlay district and does not improve the aesthetic quality of the gateway into
downtown. Staff recommends denial of the request as outlined in the Staff Report.

Board Member Lee inquired about the agreement between the City and the owner to stop the
condemnation proceedings. Mr. Pash stated the outlined information allowed a specific time
period for the applicant to submit for building permits and to the ARHPB for approval before
making any alterations.

Board Member Lee asked what the intended use was of the building. Mr. Pash stated the
applicant planned on converting it into offices. Mr. Lee then asked why Staff was
recommending denial. Mr. Pash stated the site plan did not show any plans to fix the broken
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concrete or what type of landscaping would be added and Staff felt there was not much effort
being put into improving the property.

Jay Small, with the law firm of Mateer Harbert, was present to represent the property owner.
He stated they had a meeting with [Community Development Director] Ed Williams, City
Manager Bollhoefer, and City Attorney Ardaman on March 9, 2015. During the meeting it
was agreed to address the City’s main safety concerns immediately then return with a plan
for redevelopment of the site. On April 8, 2015, a structural report was presented to the City
to address the safety issues of the two openings in the back wall and the roof support. City
Staff requested a complete structural engineering report of the entire building which was then
presented to the City on April 30, 2015. Mr. Small stated that condemnation proceedings
continued and he expressed concerns about the timeline and list of requirements to prevent
condemnation proceedings. He also stated the report mostly addressed the fagade.

Economic Development Director Gerhartz addressed the Board and explained that the
purpose of the ARHP Board was to deal with the fagade and not the structural integrity of the
building.

Jim Carten, an architect with Michael Brady Inc., stated their firm prepared the architectural
plans and coordinated the engineering plans submitted to the City. A discussion ensued
regarding the windows, doors, roof, storefront of the building, and materials to be used.

Selby Weeks, with Klima Weeks Civil Engineering, stated the reason the site plan was vague
was that he only had a couple of hours to put it together due to discussions between the
applicant and Staff. He addressed the issue of the current site parameters that affected
parking and the driveway location and stated no landscaping plan was submitted but new
landscaping and irrigation would be provided.

Community Development Manager Pash stated that since the applicant sounds like they want
to improve the fagade and site further, Staff would recommend tabling the item until the next
Board meeting to allow Staff time to meet with all parties, go through the guidelines, and
come up with a better plan.

Motion by Wendy Byrd Jung to table the request to give the applicant additional time to
prepare. Seconded by Tim Keating the motion to table carried unanimously 4 — 0.

4. 43 1% Street — VMG Construction

Community Development Manager Pash presented a request for approval for the property at
43 1% Street located on the east side of 1% Street just south of Bay Street. The owners
received approval from the Board in 2013 to convert the existing single-family house into an
office with some major renovations including new siding, windows, trim and paint. This
request is to remove an existing 800 square foot garage structure and replace with a 1,500
square foot concrete block garage with siding to match the main structure. Staff reviewed the
application and recommends approval subject to the conditions of the Staff Report.

Motion by Tim Keating to approve the request as submitted. Seconded by Chris Lee the
motion carried unanimously 4 — 0.

ADJOURNMENT
Chairman John Murphy adjourned the meeting at 7:05 pm.

ATTEST:

—RKaoden [2slc

Recording Secretary Kathleen Rathel
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